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Program Highlights – 2010

Florence Project Clients

· Florence Project staff provided services to 8,561 individuals in 2010.

· 1,129 were under 18 years old

· 80% were men and 20% were women

· Florence Project clients originated from 90 countries including Mexico, Guatemala, Eritrea, Haiti, Ethiopia, and Canada.

Services Provided

· Florence Project staff assisted 4,249 individuals with their legal cases:

· 34 had their cases terminated on US Citizenship grounds

· 32 abused, abandoned, or neglected children were granted Special Immigrant Juvenile status visas 

· Florence Project staff provided 69 workshops to 292 individuals on topics including cancellation of removal for lawful permanent residents, bonds, appeals to the circuit court level, and asylum.

· Florence Project staff assisted 809 people seek release from custody through bond, habeas corpus petitions, and requests for humanitarian parole. 

· Florence Project staff provided direct representation to 162 detained adults and referred 105 cases to pro bono attorneys in the community.  

Recognition

· The Florence Project was awarded the 2010 John Jay Medal of Justice for outstanding community leadership from the John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

Outreach & Advocacy

· The Florence Project raised awareness about detention and deportation issues by:

· Conducting over 40 local and national presentations on immigration law, detention, SB 1070, and other enforcement related issues 

· Providing  873 consultations to public defenders about immigration law.

· Launching a multimedia story project to share the voices of detainees with community members

· Co-hosting a national roundtable meeting in Washington DC to minimize the separation of immigrant families
· Serving on the Steering Committee of the Detention Watch Network

· The Florence Project helped improve the overall climate for immigrants by:

· Filing complaints for unaccompanied minors abused in Border Patrol custody

· Participating in 16 advocacy meetings with high level government officials to discuss detention reform initiatives

Volunteers

· The Florence Project relied on the help of 168 volunteers in 2010, including pro bono attorneys,  student interns,  physicians, interpreters, researchers, and community members providing visitation and hospitality.  

Staff 

· The Florence Project expanded its 15 member staff by adding 3 special project fellows in 2010, providing support to unaccompanied children, asylum seekers, and individuals with serious mental health issues.
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