NAME:_________________________________

A# (if any):______________________________


DETERMINING IMMIGRATION STATUS
Did client last enter the U.S. 




  ILLEGALLY?







LEGALLY?
1.  Was client’s parent born in U.S. or did s/he naturalize before client turned 18?


	If yes, client may have a claim to U.S. citizenship.





2.  Did client ever become a lawful permanent resident?  When?________________


	If yes, client may still be a permanent resident unless s/he was 	deported or 	lived outside the U.S. for more than six months.





3.  Did a family member or business ever submit a petition for client?     


     When?____________________________________________________________


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for permanent residence 	depending on 	date of petition, criminal convictions, and immigration history.  If client 	has a “work permit,” this likely means that a visa petition has been submitted. 





4.  Did client ever obtain any other type of status, such as asylum, TPS, or NACARA?


	If yes, client may have lawful immigration status.      





5.  Has client been in the U.S. for ten years and have a U.S. citizen/permenent resident 


     spouse, parent, or child?


  	If yes, client may be eligible for Cancellation of Removal for non-residents.





6.  Has client ever been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty by a U.S. citizen or   


     permanent resident spouse or parent?


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for permanent residence.





7.  Does client fear s/he would be persecuted or tortured if deported?


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for protection from deportation.





8.  Is client under 18 years and has s/he been abused, neglected, or abandoned?


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for a special juvenile visa.





9.  Has client been the victim of a crime, the victim of trafficking, or willing to provide 


     info on a criminal organization?


	If yes, client may be eligible for a visa if s/he is willing to cooperate AND 	obtains law enforcement certification. 





1.  Was client’s parent born in U.S. or did s/he naturalize before client turned 18?


	If yes, client may have a claim to U.S. citizenship.





2.  Did client enter as a lawful permanent resident?  When?________________


	If yes, client is still be a permanent resident unless s/he was deported 	or lived outside the U.S. for more than six months.





3.  Did client enter on a visa or border crossing card?


	If yes, client may have lawful status unless s/he overstayed the time 	permitted by the visa or violated the conditions of the visa.





4.  Did a family member or business ever submit a petition for client?     


     When?________________________________________________________


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for residence depending on date of 	petition, criminal convictions, and immigration history.  





5.  Does client have a spouse or child over 21 who is a U.S. citizen?


	If yes, client may be eligible for a visa petition and immediate 	adjustment of status to permanent residence.    





6.  Has client ever been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty by a U.S. citizen 


     or permanent resident spouse or parent?


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for permanent residence.





7.  Does client fear s/he would be persecuted or tortured if deported?


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for protection from deportation.





8.  Is client under 18 years and has s/he been abused, neglected, or abandoned?


	If yes, client may be eligible to apply for a special juvenile visa.





9.  Has client been the victim of a crime, the victim of trafficking, or willing to 


     provide info on a criminal organization?


	If yes, client may be eligible for a visa if s/he is willing to cooperate 	AND obtains law enforcement certification.








*This chart is designed to assist criminal defense attorneys in making a preliminary determination of the immigration status (or eligibility for immigration status) of their clients.  This chart does NOT address all types of status and should not be used to provide legal advice on immigration issues.  Criminal convictions may affect current status or eligibility.  For more information, contact Kara Hartzler, AZ Defending Immigrants Partnership, at khartzler@firrp.org.


